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the most remarkable of modern statesmen. All these native
qualities, united with his dialectical skill and legal training,
enabled him easily to vanquish his opponents in the Cham-
ber of Deputies and to dominate his colleagues or subor-
dinates in the Cabinet. One may not always approve of
his aims, but one must admire the skill and ability with
which he has achieved them. He knew precisely what he
wanted, and he set about to secure it with singular direct-
ness and determination. The simplicity and brevity of his
despatches are a refreshing contrast to the usual diplomatic
circumlocutions and verbiage. His natural timidity was
more than compensated by his bold energy. Such was the •
man who mainly directed and controlled French foreign
policy from 1912 to 1914. In his memoirs he frequently
denies that he pursued a personal policy as Minister of
Foreign Affairs, or exceeded his constitutional position after
he became President of the Republic in February, 1913,
by imposing his wishes on the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
who succeeded him. But with his ability, energy, and
strong personality, it was inevitable that he should be the
guiding spirit. In spite of his denials, we believe that he
exercised a strong influence in the direction of an aggressive
and dangerous policy, which was not a reflection of the
wishes of the great majority of the truly peace-loving
French people from 1912 to 1914, and which they would
not have approved, had they been fully aware of it and
the catastrophe to which it was leading.181
The man who cooperated most closely with M, Poincare
in his task of tightening the Triple Entente was the Eus-
sian Ambassador at Paris, It now is clear that Izvolski
was vain, self-important, inclined to intrigue, and not
always trustworthy. Consequently his reports must be
181 Next to the revelation of his character and aims in his own
Memoirs (see above, ch. i, at notes 45-47), the best-informed and most
fair-minded account of M. Poincare in English is the biography by Sisley
Huddleston, Poincare.

